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Exposed, dry cliffs are present on the south-face of Bald Knob and the northeast face of its spur
ridge to the north. These cliffs also support populations of Biltmore sedge and granite dome bluets.
St. John's-worts (Hypericum buckleyi and H. graveolens) along with mountain cynthia (Krigia
montana) and grasses such as big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) and reed-grass (Calamagrostis
cinnoides) occasionally occur as well. Additional smaller rocky cliff areas are present throughout
the site but do not contain rare species. 

Several examples of High Elevation Rocky Summit were observed above Tanasee Gap Road near
the Transylvania/Jackson County line on Bald Rock and Bald Knob. All of the summits are open
and are dominated by a mix of herbs and shrubs such as highbush blueberry, broomsedge
(Andropogon virginicus), big bluestem, late purple aster (Symphyotrichum patens), St. Andrew's-
cross (Hypericum stragulum), mountain St. Johns-wort, pokeberry (Phytolacca americana),
goldenrods (S. arguta, S. puberula, and S. roanensis), blunt-lobed cliff fern (Woodsia obtusa),
Michaux's wood-aster (Eurybia surculosa), granite dome bluet, and rock harlequin (Capnoides
sempervirens). Pink-shell azalea occurs on the edge of this community on Bald Knob. Several
species that were not seen elsewhere in the county were observed in the High Elevation Rocky
Summit communities. These include fameflower (Phemeranthus teretifolius) and Carolina rose
(Rosa carolina). A small but relatively mature Carolina Hemlock Bluff lies adjacent to a Rocky
Summit on the southwestern edge of the site.

A relatively small extent of Rich Cove Forest with variable canopy composition and a suite of rich
herbs is present in north and sheltered south-facing coves along Bruce Ridge. Canopy dominants
include basswood (Tilia americana), white ash (Fraxinus americana), tulip poplar (Liriodendron
tulipifera), and birches (Betula spp.). A variety of rich herbs such as waterleaf (Hydrophyllum
canadense), black cohosh (Cimicifuga racemosa), ginseng (Panax quinquefolius), agrimony
(Agrimonia gyrosepala), and stinking Benjamin (Trillium erectum) covers the rocky ground layer.
Areas of small cliffs and seeps are present within these coves. The uncommon running strawberry
bush (Euonymus obovatus) occurs in a rich cove on the north face of Bald Knob. Acidic Cove
Forest is also present in the site at lower elevations, in particular along the tributaries of Johnnies
Creek. This community has similar canopy composition to the Rich Cove Forest but lacks the rich
herb layer. A very dense evergreen shrub layer is present, dominated by rosebay rhododendron.
Winter wrens (Troglodytes troglodytes) are common summer residents within the dense heath of
the Acidic Cove Forests.  

MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION: The majority of the site is managed by the U.S. Forest
Service, though a small portion of privately owned land is included in the site as well. Conservation
easements should be sought for high quality areas within these privately held lands. An area of
mature forest was recently cut within the site secondary area in the National Forest, and it is
recommended that future logging avoid such mature stands. Natural Heritage Area Registry is
recommended for Forest Service lands to protect the rare plant and animal species and high quality
natural communities in the site. In addition, treatment of hemlocks for infestation by the hemlock
wooly adelgid (Adelges tsugae) is recommended for lower elevation cove forests and the small
Hemlock Bluff community.


